Working Draft

of the
Platform
of the
DEMOCRATRARTY
of

CARROLCOUNTYARKANSAS



ARTICLE I.

ARTICLE II.

ARTICLE I,

ARTICLE IV.

Tableof Contents
RightsandLiberties(page6)

1. Voting Rights
2. TheEqualRightsAmendment
3. TheRightto BearArms
4. ReligiousFreedom
5. Public Safety
6. Immigrants
7. MarriageEquality

8. TheRightto DueProcess
9. Torture

Health(page8)

1. Affordable CareAct

2. Individual Mandate

3. PremiumTax Credits

4. EssentiaHealthCareBenefits

5. HealthinsuranceExchangesaindSHOP
6. Expansiorof MedicaidEligibility

7. Medicarefor All

8. World HealthOrganizationStandards

SocialSecurityandMedicare(pagelO0)
1. SocialSecurity,MedicareandMedicaid
2. ReliableAccessto HealthCare

3. OpposePrivatizationof Medicare
4. OpposeCutsin PublicHealthFunding

Immigration(pagell)

1. Immigration



2.DACA
3. BorderControl
4. Revisionof ImmigrationLaws

ARTICLE V. AgricultureandCommunityFoodSecurity(Pagel?2)

1. CommunityFoodSecurity

2. Sustainablé\griculture

3. BudgetSupportfor the SmallFarmer
5. FoodWarehousing/Infrstructure

6. FoodHubs

ARTICLE VI. PackersandStockyardAct (pagel4)

1. ProtectContractFarmers
2. UnhealthyCompetition
3. GrievanceReform

ARTICLE VII. Medical Marijuana(pagelb)

1. Supportd_egalizedMedical Marijuana
2. Removalof Marijuanafrom Schedulel
3. HempProductionandResearch

4. Public Safety

ARTICLE VIII.  NetNeutrality (pagel6)

1. CompetitivelnternetTechnology
2. InternetTraffic Shaping

3. ProtocolDiscrimination

4. Fosterd-reeSpeech

ARTICLE IX. Education(pagel?)

1. PublicEducationis the Cornerston®f
Democracy
2. Local Control



ARTICLE X.

00O NO Ul WN PR

ARTICLE XI.

~N O Ol WN B

ARTICLE XIL.

a b~ wWwN P

3. UniversalPreKindergarten

4. EducationaEfficacy

5. EquitableFundingof Public Schools
6. AffordableandAccessibleHigherEd
7. Libraries

EconomicDevelopmenandEmployment(page20)

. CorporatéWelfare

. Incomelnequality

. Infrastructureand Small Business

. MiddleclassSupport

. EqualRightsEqualPay

. Privatizationof Public ServicesandResponsibilities
. ConsumelProtectionFinancialBureau

. CommunityReinvestmenAct

TransportatiorandInfrastructurgpage2?2)

. InfrastructureandCollaboration

. Privatization

. FossilFuels

. CommunityandUrbanAgriculture

. WirelessandBroadbandnfrastructure
. Library Infrastructure

. Public Transportation

Taxes(page24)

. ExpandingTax Base

. Tax Cuts

. Trickle Down Economics
. CitizensUnited

. SalesTaxesandthe EITC



6. SocialSecurityandthe IncomeCap
7. Taxesand Government

8. BalancedBudget

9. TaxesandDisparity

10. Military Spending

11. Deficit Spending

ARTICLE XIIl.  Justice(page27)

. SocialJustice

. Focuson Rehabilitation

. Restorativelustice

. Intereston Fines

. The DeathPenalty

. CommunityBasedPolicing
. DomesticViolence

. InternetSafety

. Remedyin the Law

10. ProsecutoriaDversite

© 00O NO Ul WN PP

ARTICLE XIV. Military, VeteransandNationalSecurity(page29)

. DiplomacyFirst

. A StrongandEffective Military

. Multiple Deployments

. Privatization

. Supportfor VeteransandVeterandamilies
. MedicarekEligibility for Veterans

. VeteranHomelessness

. ImmigrantVeterans

. NationalSecurity

O 0O NO Ul WDN -

ARTICLE XV. EnvironmentandEnergy(page31)



. GlobalWarming

. A GreenEconomy

. Sustainability

. Efficiency

. Conservation

. NationalParks

. Corruption

. The EnvironmentaProtectionAgency
. SocialJustice

O O NO Ul A WN P

Platform Preamble

As describedn its Bylaws, the purposeof the DemocraticPartyof Carroll County,
ArkansagDPCC)is to promoteandenableDemocraticvaluesfor thecommon
goodof Carroll County.Specifically,the DPCCstrivesto develop promoteand
supportquality candidategor electedpositionsin Carroll Countythroughthecore
valuesof Responsibility Integrity, CompassionCommunicatiorandInclusive-
ness.

Our goalsarebasedon thesecorevalues;bothdetermineour viewpointsfor deal-
ing with issuesaffectingCarroll County,the Stateof Arkansasandthe Nation. The
following sectionssetout our approacho dealingwith importantissuesnotin a
dogmaticway, butasa meansf engenderingliscussiorandgrowth. The goal of
the DPCCis to promoteandprotectindividual freedomsto strengtherdemocratic
institutionsthrougheducationpolitical involvementandvoting.



The DPCCrespectshediversity of opinionsour membersold. While recognizing
thattherearesomewithin our partywho, for reason®f personatonsciencemay
disagreeon someof the specificissuesasstatedwithin this platform, we recan-
mendthefollowing guidedby theseprinciples.Wearead B il g nparyanddo
notrequiremembergo supportall thetenantsespousedh this document.

ARTICLE I. RightsandLiberties
1. Voting Rights

TheDemocraticPartyof CarrollCounty(DPCC3upportsautomaticand uni-
versalvoter registration,voting by mail, and voting centerson collegecam-
puses.We agreethat electiondaysshouldbe recognizedasa state holiday.
The DPC@pposesthe Arkansasvoter ID law and to any barrier to voting
amongour citizens especiallyfor veteransthe elderly,collegestudents,the
disabled,or peopleof color.

2. TheEqualRightsAmendment

TheDPCQully supportsthe federalEqualRightsAmendmentandpledgeso
seekits ratification by the ArkansasStatelLagislature.

3. TheRightto BearArms

The DPCCfully supportstheright to beararmsasexplicatedin the Second
Amendmenbf the United StateConstitution.The DPCCalsosupportsstrict
enforcemenbf measureshat insurepublic healthand safety. This includes
supportfor Centerfor DiseaseControl (CDC) studiesandanalysisof gunvi-
olenceand recommendationfor reducingthe numberof gun relateddeaths
in theUS.

4. ReligiousFreedom

TheDPCGupportsour right to practicethe religionof our choiceasguaran-
teed by the United StatesConstitution.Individualprivate prayerin schools,



or anywhere,is a fundamentalright. We alsoagreethat the separationof
churchand state is a fundamental guaranteeunder the United StatesCon-
stitution andthat no law shouldbe passedor enforcedthat promotesor al-
lowsdiscriminationbasedon religion.

. Public Safety

TheDPCGupportsequalprotectionunderthe law andvehementlyopposes
anylaw enforcementstrategiesor criminaljusticeprocesseshat denypeo-

ple of color,women,andLGBTpersonstheir rightsto life, liberty, or the pur-

suit of happiness.

. Immigrants

The DPCCelebratesand affirms the positiveimpactthat immigrantshave
madeto enrichingour cultural, civic,economic,andreligiouslives.Diversity
Is a gift that benefitsall communitiesand all AmericansThe DPCGtrongly
advocatedor fair and comprehensivemmigrationreform to assurethat we
remainboth a safeharboranda safenation.

. MarriageEquality

The DPCGupportsmarriageequality and opposesany form of discrimina-
tion that deprivespeopleof their rightsbasedonrace,countryof origin,gen-
der, sexualidentity, age,religion,economicstatus,or disability.

. Rightsto Due Process

Rightsto due processunder the law apply to all residentsof the United
States.Thisincludesthe right to a speedytrail, andto assuringhat the hu-
manrightsof all personsare securedandheld absolute.

. Torture

The DPCCopposedorturefor anyreasonnor shallanyincarcerategerson
be subjectto physicalor psychologicaviolenceor intimidation.



ARTICLE Il. Health

1. Affordable CareAct

The DemocraticPartyof Carroll County(DPCC)believesthathealthcareis
aright for all Americansandlegalresidentsof the United StateslIt supports
theAffordableCareAct (P.L.111-148),andstatemanagegrogramdike Ar-
kansasWorks. It will resistall efforts by the RepublicanPartyto dismantle
the Affordable CareAct, andits agendao destabilizehealthcareinsurance
markets.The DPCCfurther believesthat the Affordable CareAct is transi-
tionalandwill work towardimplementinga Medicarefor All nationalhealth
careprogramby 2028.

2. Individual Mandate

The DPCC supportsefforts to assurehealthcardoenefitsto all individuals.
Exemptionsmay be grantedfor affordability, financial hardship,and other
reasons.

3. PremiumTax Credits

The DPCC supportsproviding refundable advanceabl@remiumtax credits
to eligible individualswith incomesbetween100-400% FPL to purchasen-

surancethroughthe exchangesCreditsare computedon a sliding scaleso
peoplepayno morethana requiredpercentagef incomefor silver plansfor

their agein their area.Creditamoun decreaseasincomeincreaseslndivid-

uals who are eligible for public programs,including Medicare, Medicaid,
CHIP, or for employersponsoredoveragehat meetsaffordability andmini-

mumvaluestandardsarenot eligible for tax credits.

4. EssentiaHedth CareBenefits

All plansofferedin the individual and small group marketsmustcoverten
categorie®f essentiahealthbenefits:ambulatorycare,emergencygare,hos-
pitalization, maternity and newborncare, mental health and substancaise
care, pregription drugs, rehabilitative and habilitative services,laboratory
services preventivecare,chronic diseasemanagemeniand pediatricdental



andvision care.All plansofferedin the individual andsmall group markets
mustcovertencategorie®f essetial healthbenefitsincludingmaternitycare
andpreventivecaresuchascontraceptiorandcancerscreenings.

. HealthInsuranceExchangeand SHOP

TheDPCGupportsthe creationof state-basedhealth insuranceexchanges
and Small BusinessHealth Options Program (SHOP)exchangesthrough
which individualsand smallbusinessesvith up to 100 employeescan pur-
chasequalified coverage Exchangesnust displayall qualified health plans
and facilitate comparisonby consumersand smallbusinessesThe federal
governmentmayestablishanexchangen statesthat choosenot to establish
their own.

. Expansiorof MedicaidEligibility

We support the expansionof Medicaid eligibility to all non-elderly adults
with incomesup to 138%FederalPovertylLevel(FPLpasedon modified ad-
justedgrossincomeat state option. Stateswill be requiredto maintaincur-
rent income eligibility levels for children in Medicaidandthe / KA f RNB Y Q:
Health InsuranceProgram(CHIP) The DPCelievesthat employerswith
morethan 200employeesmustauto enrollemployeesnto the grouphealth
plan; employeesmay opt out of the plan(s). Employeranayadoptwelliness
incentivesup to 30%of costof grouphealth plan (50%if wellnessincentives
include tobaccocessationincentives)for group hedth plan participantsto
meet wellnesstargets. Taxcredits are provided for 2 yearsfor low-wage
smallemployers(up to 25 employees).

. Medicarefor All

By2028the United Stateswill graduateto a Medicarefor All healthcarepro-
gramthat meetsor exceedghe standardsfor costcontainmentandclinical
outcomescurrentlyenjoyedby almostall other developednations.By2018,
Americanswill be free from fear of medicalcostsrelated bankruptcy,the
forcedclosureof rural hospitalsdueto non-paymert of servicesandanend
to the decreasindongevityratesfacedby residentsof rural communities.
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ARTICLH. SocialSecurityandMedicare

1. SocialSecurity,MedicareandMedicaid

SocialSecurity,MedicareandMedicaidareall DemocraticcreationsThe Dem-
ocraticPartyof Carroll County(DPCC)continuesdts longtimesupportfor all of

theseprogramghathavemeantsomuchto usasapeople.For avery largepop-

ulation of Arkansanstheseprogramsarelife-sustainingandcentralto a decent
quality of life.

2. ReliableAccessto HealthCare

A promiseof Medicareis to ensurehatall beneficiarieseventhosein ruraland
underserveg@ommunitieshavereliableaccesdo dependabl&ealthcare.Dem-
ocratsbelievethe sameshouldhold true for prescriptiondrug benefits.No Ar-
kansanshouldhaveto choosebetweenmedically necessaryglrugsand food or
othernecessities.

3. OpposePrivatizationof Medicare

Medicareand Social Securityare promisesnadeby onegeneratiorto the next.
Seniorswho haveworkedtheir whole lives and paid into Medicareand Social
Securitydeservethe retirementsecuritytheseearnedbenefitsprovide. We op-
poseanystepgo turn Medicareoverto insurance&eompanis and/orSocialSecu-
rity overto Wall Streetand opposeraisingthe retirementeligibility to age70.
The DPA considerssuchstepsa breachof the promisesof Medicareand Social
Security.

4. OpposeCutsin Public HealthFunding

We opposecutsin stateandfederalprogramsfor public healthandwell-being,
especiallyto providetax cutsto America'swealthiestitizens.We urgethatstate
andfederalbudgetsbe prioritized to avoid detrimentalcutsto Social Security,
Medicare,Medicaid, and veterans'programs. In particular,we recognizethat
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Medicaidprovideslife-sustainingcoveragdor manywho areseriouslydisabled
andin needof costly, ongoingcare.We urgethat our stateto continuefunding
safetynetMedicaidprograms.

ARTICLE/. Immigration
1. Immigration

TheDemocratidPartyof CarrollCounty(DPCCArkansaselebratesand sup-
portsthe economic social,and cultural contributionsthat immigrantsmake
to CarrollCounty Arkansasandthe Nation.We fully recognizethat the well-
being of rural Americadependson immigrantsand the contributionsthey
maketo our workforce,andto our businessommunities farms,andeduca-
tionalandhealthcaresystemsAsAmericansthe DPCQecognizeshat small
towns and agriculturalcommunitiesface demographicand economicchal-
lengesthat canonly be addressedy welcomingimmigrantsinto our livesas
full participantsin the AmericanDream.

2. DACA

TheDPC®elievesthat our nation is strongestwhenwe embracethe diver-
sity of ideasand contributionsfrom young people.We believethat the cur-
rent administrationsrejection of the DeferredActionfor ChildhoodArrivals
(DACADolicyis wrong and servesonly to effectivelydisrupt the futures of
nearly800,000youngpeoplewho havecalledthe United Stateshomesince
childhood.Therepealof DACAepresentsanincrediblelossfor Americaun-
derminingthe very foundation on which this country was built. Therefore,
the DPCallson Congress$o actwithout delayto reinstate DACAo protect
theseyoungpeopleandtheir families,andto keepthem on the pathto op-
portunity, rather than pushingthem backinto the shadowsandlimbo of un-
certaintyandfear.

3. BorderControl

TheDPCa@lsoknowsthat protectingour bordersfrom the illegalmovement
of weapons,drugs, contraband,and people, while promoting lawful entry
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andexit,isessentiato homelandsecurity,economigrosperity,andnational
sovereignty. The DPCGstrongly supportsthe work of the Department of
HomelandSecurity(DHSYo securethesebordersthroughthe deployment
of personnel technologyandinfrastructure. TheDPCGupportsfundingfor
constructionof newinfrastructureandfencingandthe useof advancedech-
nologyandfor stronge partnershipsandinformation sharingto assurethat
we are creatinga safer, more secure,and more efficient border environ-
ment.

4. Revisionof ImmigrationLaws

TheDPCelievesthat our currentimmigrationlawsdo not reflect our val-
uesor serveour security, andwe will work for real reform. Immigrationpol-

icy shouldprovidefor legitimate,temporarywork permit visaswith a possi-
bility of a pathway for citizenship.Undocumentedimmigrantswithin our

borderswho clearabackgrounccheck work hardandpaytaxesshouldhave
a path to earn full participationin America. The DPCGupportsincreased
fundingfor the Immigrationand NaturalizationServicg(INS)to provideser-
vices,andfor investingin the resourcesmeededto reducethe backlogof cit-

izenshp applicationsfrom nearlytwo yearsto three months.Familyreunifi-

cation shouldcontinueto be the cornerstoneof our legalimmigrationsys-
tem.

ARTICLE. Agricultureand CommunityFoodSecurity
1. CommunityFoodSecurity

TheDemocratidPartyof CarrollCounty(DPCQ)nderstandghat Community
FoodSecurityis a nationaldefenseissueandthat creatingand supportinga
systemfocusedon localfood productionanddistribution (SustainableAgri-
culture)isacriticalstrategyin responsedo naturalor military disaster.There-
fore, the DPCGupportsand promotespoliciesandinitiativesthat growsthe

numberof familyfarms,andthe conversiorof idle or unproductivelandinto

agriculturalpurposes.

2. Sustainablégriculture
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TheDemocratidPartyof CarrollCounty(DPCC3upportsthe goalsof sustain-
ableagricultureto meeta 2 O A f§od @n@eéxtile needsby integratingthree
main objectives:(1) a healthy environment,(2) economicprofitability, and
(3) socialand economicequity for farmers and farm families. Theseare
achievedby (a) expandinghe numberof farmsandagriculturalacreagede-
voted to natural and organicproduction, (b) increasediechnicalassistance
and public supportfrom USDARuralDevelopmentand the SmallBusiness
Administrationfor expandingfood sector supplyand value added chain(s)
businessesand (c) assuringhat smallacreageand smallfamily farmingop-
erationsengagedn naturaland organicproductionreceivethe samelevels
of USDAsubsidysupportaslargeand corporatefarmingoperationsreceive.

. BudgetSupportfor the SmallFarmer

TheDPCOpposedJSDAudgetcutsto programssuchasthe FarmServices
Agency(FSA)USDARuralDevelopmentthe FarmerdMarket PromotionPro-
gram (FMPP),and the SociallyDisadvantaged=armersProgram (SDFP).
Theseprogramswere createdto serveunderservedoopulationsof farmers,
have beenvery successfuin reachinggoalsto increasethe supplyof local
foods,andhaveprovidedaccesgo capitalfor newandunderservedoopula-
tions of farmers. TheDPCQuill fight to increasesupportfor thesefarmers
andfor programsthat servethem.

. SNAPandSNA Support
The DPCGupportsan expansionof accesdo healthy and farmers market
soldfruit and produceto usersof SupplementaryNutrition Assistancd’ro-

gram(SNAPand SeniorNutrition Assistanc€ SNAxouponsandvouchersat
farmersmarkets.

. FoodWarehousing/Infrastructure

The DPCQvill promote plansby city and county governmentto seekCom-
munity BlockGrant (CBGand CommunityDevelopmentCorporation(CDC)
fundsto build supplyandvaluechaininfrastructuresuchascold storageand
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food warehousedo assurethat farmershaveaccesgo a wider network of
wholesaleandretail customers.

6. FoodHubs

The DPCGwill encouragelocal units of governmentto work closelywith
USDARural Development,the SmallBusinessAdministration,local banks,
and CommunityFoundationgo suppat and capitalizethe developmentof
farmer operated Food Hubs, cooperative market gardening operations,
valueaddedsmallfood businessesand a reductionin the numberof identi-
fied food desertsthrough investmentto includeconversionof brown fields
into food productioncommunityassets.

ARTICLEI. Packersand StockyardAct
1. ProtectContractFarmers

TheDemocraticParty of CarrollCounty(DPCC3upportsfarmersandranchers
andis opposedto the Republicardecisionto rescindPackersand StockyardAct
regulationsthat protect contractfarmersfrom meatindustrydemandsto take
on mandatoryandexpensivdarm renovationsthat leavefarmersandranchers
with massivedebt.

2. UnhealthyCompetition

TheDPC@salsoopposedio meatindustrydemandshat contractswith poultry
farmerscalculatepaymentsthroughad @ 2 dzNJy/al 8YaSii&infequiresfarm-
ersto competeagainsteachother to raiseprojected poundsof chickenon the
basisof poundsof feed used.Both chicksand feed are providedby contracting
companiesand are outside the farmers control, resulting in farmers losing
moneyto higher producerswithin the O 2 Y LJI nétiv@kiof contracted pro-
ducers.

3. GrievanceReform
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TheDPC®Opposeghe requirementthat meatand poultry farmersseekingus-
tice againstfraudulent, abusiveor deceptivepracticesmust prove that meat-
packerpracticeshaveharmedthe whole industry,not just the farmersbringing
a case.TheDPCGupportsthe intent of the Paclersand StockyardActthat in-

dividualfarmersandrancherschallenginghe contractingand buyingpractices
of meatandpoultry companiesn courtdo not haveto proveharmto the whole

market (a nearimpossibletask)to demonstratetheir farm or ranchhasbeen
harmed.

ARTICL¥Il.MedicalMarijuana
1. LegalizedMedical Marijuana

The DemocraticParty of CarrollCounty(DPCC3upportsthe Constitutional
amendmentmakingmedicalmarijuanalegalin Arkansasand establishinga
systemfor cultivation, acquisiton, and distribution of marijuana. Medical
Marijuanashouldbe treated asanyother medicalprescriptionto be admin-
isteredat the discretionof the patientand his/her medicalprovider.

2. Removalof Marijuanafrom Schedulel

TheDPCGQlsosupportsthe removalof Marijuana(cannabisfrom Schedule
1 of the ControlledSubstance#\ct and makingit broadlyavailableto adult
consumers.Thebudgetaryimpactof removingcannabisrom Scheduld of
the ControlledSubstance#ctandlegalizingts usein the United Stateswill
savebillionsby reducinggovernmentspendingfor prohibition enforcement
in the criminaljustice system.Additionally,billionsin annualtax revenues
will be generatedthroughtaxationandregulation.

3. HempProductionandResearch

Many stateshaveenactedlawsto take advantageof section76060f the Ag-
riculture Act of 2014 by establishinghemp production and researchpro-
gramsin variousforms through legislation. The DPCGwill work activelyto
join the growinglist of hemp producingstates and supportsthe Industrial
HempFarmingAct,introducedby Sen.RonWyden(D-Ore.),whichwould al-
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low nationwidecommerciahemp cultivation. Hempisusedto makea vari-
ety of commercialandindustrialproductsincludingrope, clothes,food, pa-
per, textiles, plastics,insulation and biofuel. Hemp fiberscan be used to
make textiles that are 100%hemp, but they are commonlyblendedwith
other organicfibers suchasflax, cotton or silk,to make woven fabricsfor
appareland furnishings.Theinner two fibers of the plant are woodier and
typicallyhaveindustrialapplications suchasmulch,animalbeddingandit-
ter. Whenoxidized(often erroneously referred to as "drying"),hemp
oil from the seedsbecomessolidand canbe usedin the manufactureof oil-
basedpaints,in creamsasa moisturizingagent,for cooking,andin plastics.
Hempseedshavebeenusedin bird feed mix aswell. TheStateof Arkansas
shouldbe allowedto fully participatein the productionandsaleof thisuseful
product.

4. Public Safety

TheDPC®elievesthat the useof marijuana(cannabisshouldbe subjectto
the samepublicsafetyandcriminalregulationsgoverningthe useof alcohol.
Useof marijuanais restricted to adults. Impairedusersare subjectto the
samelegalconsequenceasanyother impairedusers.

ARTICLEIII.Net Neutrality
1. CompetitivelnternetTechnology

Ruralbusinessedjealthcaresystemspublicschoolsandfamiliesdependon
fast, affordable,andadvancedechnologyto be competitiveandviablepart-
nersin ! Y S NJheCohamg. Therefore, the Democratic Party of Carroll
County(DPCC3gupportsnet neutrality andits underlyingprinciplethat Inter-
netserviceproviders andgovernmensregulatingthe Internett musttreat
alldataaccessedbythe Internet asthe same.Theseprovidersandregulators
mustagreenot to discriminateagainstor chargedifferentially by user,con-
tent, website,platform, application type of attachedequipment,or method
of communication.Internet serviceprovidersmust not intentionally block,
slowdown or chargemoneyfor specificwebsitesand online content.

2. InternetTraffic Shaping
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TheDPC@pposestraffic shapingby internet servicesprovidersor controls
of computer network traffic to decreaselnternet responsetimes, or to in-

creaseor decreaseusablebandwidthby delayingdata packetsthat meet

certaincriteria. Noactionwhichimposesadditionaldelayson userssuchas
predeterminedcontractor profile constraintsare acceptableInternet ser-

vice providersmust not control the volume of traffic beingsentinto a net-

work or usecriteria suchasrate limiting or cellrate algorithmsto decrease
bandwidth.

3. ProtocolDiscrimination

The DPCMpposesprotocol discriminationof any kind includingthe use of
anyprotocolthat inhibitsusersfrom accessingr sharingsoftware.Nointer-
net providershouldbe ableto preventsubscriberdrom usingpeerto-peer
file-sharingservicesto download large files. Internet service providers
shouldnot be ableto favortheir own private protocolsoverothers.ISPsnay
not be usedto encouragehe useof specificservicedy utilizingprivate net-
worksto discriminatewhat datais countedagainstandwidthcaps.Internet
providerserviceghat discriminateagainstuserswith suchprotocolsare es-
peciallydiscriminatingagainstrural Americansand rural businessesnd in-
stitutions.

4. Fosterd-reeSpeech

TheDPC®elievesthat a neutral net fostersfree speechandleadsto further
democraticparticipation.Without regulation, major Internet serviceprovid-
ersmay usetheir positionsof power to stifle LJS 2 L¥gl8sCNiet neutrality
preventsthe needto payfor speechandthe further centralizationof media
power.Consequently,the DPCCunderstandsnet neutrality as the First
Amendmentissueof our time. The DPCbelievesthat net neutrality thus
ensuresthat the Internet remainsa free and open technology,and that it
fostersdemocraticcommunication.

ARTICLEX. Education
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1. Public Educationis the Cornerston®f Demacracy

TheDemocraticPartyof CarrollCounty(DPCCliknowsthat publiceducation
is the cornerstoneof democracyand essentialto buildingand sustaininga

moral, ethical, appealing,safe,and prosperousfuture for Americans. The
DPCelievesthat public schoolscan provide studentswith the academic,
vocational,civic,and basiclife skillsnecessaryo be fully engagedand pro-

ductiveadultsif adequatelysupported.It is our beliefthat supportingpublic

educationis our most important and fundamental obligation as taxpayers
andcitizens.

2. EquitableFundingof Public Schools

Publiceducationis a complexissueandits successs dependenton avariety
of factors. Researchasproven that children who have faced poverty are
placedat a huge disadrantage.lt is essentialthat children be givenequal
accesdo education.lt is essentiathat we addressthe underminingeffects
of poverty on educationaloutcomes. The DPCbelievesthat our public
schoolswith specialneedsshouldbe supportedby additional state andfed-
eraltax dollarswhenlocaltaxesare not sufficientto meettheir needs.

3. Conflict ResolutionSkills

Of greaterimportancethan academicsuccessn schoolsare the abilitiesto
get alongwith eachother: to recognizethe valuein each other, of diverse
Ideasandto establishthe interpersonakkillsof cooperationandrespectthat
build strong familiescommunitiesand states. TheDPCMelievesthat every
public schoolshould have curriculumthat promotes and expresseghese
ideasandvalues.

4. Local Control

TheDPCGtronglysupportslocalcontrol of publicschoolsunderthe aegisof
a strong nationwide mandatedminimum. We also support the independ-
enceof schoolboards,administrationsand faculty to plan and delivercur-
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riculumand trainingthat preparesstudentsto excelvocationallyjf they con-
tinue on to college,and ascitizens. The DPC&nowsthat local control de-
pendson & O K 2agferdgito the higheststandardsfor equal opportunity
amongstudentsandparents,regardles®f race,nationalorigin,gender,gen-
deridentification,religion,sexualidentification,immigrationstatus,or disa-
bility. It shouldbe the job of the stateandfederalgovernmentto assistocal
schoolboardsin meetingits own high standards.

5. UniversalPreKindergarten

TheDPCGsin favor of high-qualityanduniversalpre-kindergartenprogram-
ming for all CarrollCountychildren.PreK educationis an essentialservice
that helpsall studentsbe preparedto benefit from elementaryeducation
and beyond Thereshouldbe no waiting list for any four-yearold for pre-K
services.

6. Teachingto the Test

Our schoolsshouldembracea diversity of approachesand subjectsthat al-
low eachstudentto excelandachievetheir potential. Schoolsnuststill meet
establishedstate standardsfor educationas the basisfor evaluation but
must alsoprovide the fullest rangeof academicand vocationalpursuitsfor
studentsthat facilitate and encouragecritical thinkingand creativity.

7. PrivateandCharterSchools

TheDPC®pposeausinganypublicmoneyfor charteror private schoolsand
believesthat publicschoolscanachieveanystandardof performanceif they
are adequatelysupportedby parents,teachers,legislators,and taxpayers.
Schoolshouldnot be forcedto rely solelyon property tax revenuedor sup-
port andthat all communities especiallyruralandunderservedlistricts,de-
servefundingbasedon the speciaheedsof the populationandareaserved.

8. AffordableandAccessibleEducation
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All CarrollCount and Arkansasstudentsdeserveaccesdo high-quality af-
fordableeducationwithout incurringenormouspersonaldebt,andanygrad-

uate working in public service,or in occupationsfitting specificcategories
benefitting the generalpublicshouldhavestudent loansforgiven.d ! ¥ F 2 NR | 1
0 f @dansthat studentsshouldhaveaccesso scholarshipsind low-inter-
estgovernmentbackedoans.a ! O O S anaakhsihat 8vérystudentcanat-

tend a post-secondaryeducationalinstitution if qualifiedby merit andother

criteria.

9. TeacheiSupportandTraining

Classsizesmust be smallenoughto allow teachersthe opportunity to de-
velop meaningfuland productive relationshipswith their students. Over
populationof classepreventsteachersfrom identifyingandreachingout to
studentsin distress.Teachershouldbe providedwith trainingto helpthem
identify mental health and drug dependencyissuesamong students. The
mostd T dzf Niye3eRaheris a well-trained and supportedteacher.

10.ReferralServices

Teachersand schal administrationsmust be supported by mental health
and drug dependencyprofessionalsvho are able to addressstudent prob-
lemsin partnershipwith teachersand schools.Teachersshouldnot be re-
quired to addressissuesof mental health, drug dependencypr violent be-
havioroutsideof their expertise training, or professionalmission.

11 Libraries

The DPCQully supportspublic funding of public libraries and encourages
city, county, and state officialsto ensurethat our publiclibrarieshavethe

staff andresourcesecessaryo robustly serveall membersof the commu-
nity. Publiclibraries provide accesdo technologythat assistgob seekers,
Englishasa Second_anguag€ESL¥$tudents,and the generalpublic. These
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great institutions provide summer and after school programsfor youth,
serveas meeting placesfor community organizationssecureand promote
localculture,and help life-longlearnersachieveimportant goals.

ARTICLE. EconomidevelopmentandEmployment.
1. CorporateVNVelfare

TheDemocratidPartyof CarrollICounty(DPCQ)jectscorporatewelfareand
opposedax plansthat givesthe moneyearnedby workersto corporations.
Companieshat shipAmericanobsoverseashouldneverreceivespeciatax
breaksor benefit from tax-law loopholes.TheDPCCQCejectstax incremental
financing(TIFarrangementdbetweenmunicipalitiesand state governments
and corporationsthat are not basedon long-term occupancyagreements
andwhich are not term limited. We encouragecompaniedo locate herein
Arkansasf they createjobs,helpprotectthe environment,andbenefitwork-
ersandtheir families.

2. Incomelnequality

Incomeinequalityisamongthe gravestproblemsfacedby Americansn gen-
eral and Arkansansn particular. TheDPCelievesthat all workersshould
receivea living wagefor the hard work they do. The minimum wage,cur-
rently at $8.50,shouldbe raisedto $10.00by 2020andto $12.00an hour by
2024.Wageincreasesand benefits, should be tied to inflation and raised
accordingly Additionally,é 2 NJ @mMpRrEsatiorshouldbe tied to produc-
tivity gainswith a 1:1 ratio aswastypicalprior to 1970whenworkerswere
more fairly compensatedTheDPCQejectsd (i Kghtto ¢ 2 Ndtafusof Ar-
1 I Yy aldbarfor@e becausat simplymeansthat workershavethe right to

work for less.Thus,the DPCGtrongly supportsorganizedlabor and labor
unionsandthe right of workersto organizeand bargaincollectivelywithout

fear of intimidation. TheDPC@lsosupportsa singlepayerhealth caresys-
tem to assurethat all workershaveaccesdo quality and affordablehealth
care,andto protect smallbushessownersfrom unfair economiesof scale
that unfairlyadvantagdarged dza A PeSditdn@nagement.
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3. Infrastructureand SmallBusiness

Entrepeneursand job creatorsdependon quality infrastructure and civic
andcommunityresourceso thrive andexpand.Investmentsn roads,broad-
bandcommunicationpublicandvocationalandtechnicalschoolsandclean
energyresourceswill paydividendsin job creationand an expandingecon-
omy. TheDPCQinderstandshat & lgoodplaceto f A @n8d& lgoodplaceto
makeaf A @drgha mutuallyexclusiveédeasbut essentiaimarkersfor how
infrastructurespendingdecisionsare made. TheDPCQ@lsorecognizeghat
G YA-QONB S NIbkireSaiat are capitalizedat lessthan $35,000at
start-upt representthe largestsegmentof new businesse# rural America.
Thesemicro-businesseslike home-basedchild care businesseslawn care
servicesetc.,deserveaccesso financingandother supportfrom banksthe
SmallBusines®\dministration,and CommunityDevelopmeniCorporations.

4. Middle ClassSupport

A strong economicmiddle classis the foundation of an orderly, just, and
functional society. Gainful, produdive, well-informed, and equitable em-
ploymentthat leadsto economicsecurityandfinancialmobility of familiesis
the cornerstoneofthe5 t / pl&farm andanylegislativeagendaadvanced
by our candidatesKeyto that economicfoundationis a healthy,educated
andfinanciallysecureworkforcethat collaborateswith businesgo createan
environmentthat benefitsboth investors,owners,andsocietyasa whole.

5. EqualRightsandEqualPay

The DPPGsupportspoliciesthat create equal opportunities for all Carroll
CountiansWomenhavethe right to the samepayasmenwhenperforming
the samework. ThePartysupportsequalpayfor equalwork for all. It isalso
vital that the familieshaveaccesdo paid parentalleaveupon the birth or
adoption of a child. The DPCGwill not tolerate sexualharassmentn the
workplace.Our party advocateghat the state increasebusinesopportuni-
ties for women, minorities,and veterans.TheDPCQurther callsfor an end
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to discriminationbasedon race, ethnicity, gender, disability, religion, na-
tional origin, sexualorientation, and genderidentity in employmentand
business.

6. Privatizationof Public ServicesandResponsibilities

TheDPCGs completelyandirrevocablyagainstthe privatizationof govern-
mentresponsibilitiesuchasmanagementandoperationof our schoolsthe

criminaljusticesystem,our military and nationaldefense andetc. Privatiza-
tion is a schemeto control labor markets, eradicateworker benefits, and

lower wages.

7. ConsumeProtectionFinancialBureau

The DPCQully supportsthe ConsumerProtection FinancialBureau(CPFB)
and rejectslimitations on its capacityto independentlyprotect consumers
from predatorylenders,irresponsiblebanksandfinancialinstitutions, over-
aggressiveollectionagenciesr securitiesfirms.

8. The CommunityReinvestmenAct

The DPCoelievesthat banksand financial institutions should forcefully
meet their CommunityReinvestmenfAct (CRApbligationsand makeloans
and offer servicesdo underservedcommunitiesand populations.Suchsup-
port includessupportof localbusinesdraining and developmentactivities,
equity and debt investmentin smalland micro businessesand support of

programsthat assistlow-income women enter the workforce as seltem-

ployedbusinessoperators.Banksshouldaggressivelyelp unbankedpopu-
lations becomefinanciallyliterate and developrelationshipswith financial
Institutions. SuchCRAequiredactivitiesare goodfor both banksandfor the

unbankedand helpsfree low-incomeearnersfrom loan sharksand payday
bankingbusinesses.

ARTICLEI. Transportationand Infrastructure

1. Infrastructureand Governmentollaboration
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Theeconomicvitality, future, and integrity of any town or regiondepends
on safe, efficient, and modern transportation systemsand infrastructure.
TheDemocratidPartyof Caroll County(DPCQ)rgestown, city, county,and
state governmentto aggressivelypursue opportunitiesto collaborateand
implement coordinated plans for our roads, bridges, water distribution,
healthcare andtelecommunicationgndbroadbandsystemsWhenunits of
governmentcollaborate,cooperate,and systematicallyplan infrastructure
investments,economiesof scaleare achievedand the common good is
served.Theresultsare improvedinterstate and intrastate commercemore
opportunities for commercialand residentialdevelopment,improved sys-
temsperformanceandquality,andlower taxes.

2. Privatization

TheDPCdaitterly rejectsthe privatizationof our transportationsystemsand
so-called & LJdzprivated JI NJIi y S thdt kedultda ©ll bridgesand toll
roads.

3. FossilFuels

The DPCGtrongly believesthat consumersand every unit of government
shouldplan for and implementinvestmentsthat decreaseour dependence
on fossilfuels. The DPCGupportstax incentivesfor individualsand busi-

nesseghat trangtion to electriccarsandtrucks,and for the installation of

solar,wind, andalternativeenergysystemsLocal county,andstate govern-
mentsshouldplanfor andleadthe transitionawayfrom dependenceon fos-

silfuels.

4. CommunityandUrbanAgriculture

The DPCCunderstandthatfood insecurityis animmenseproblemfor indi-
viduals,communitiesandregions.Large areasof Arkansas,ncluding both
rural and urbanareas,are food desertsdefinedas areaswherepeoplelack
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accesdo affordableandhealtty foods. The DPCCbelievest is theresponsi-
bility of local governmentto make land, water, and productionresources
availableto schoolsgivic organizationsandparksandrecreatiordepartments
to startand maintaincommunitygardendor the useand enjoymentof our
children and residents.The reclamationand restorationof brownfieldsis a
priority, alongwith investmentsn food hubs,f a r mmearketidfrastructure,
andcommunityorchards.

5. WirelessandBroadbandnfrastructure

The DPCCsupportsthe developmenbf high speedwired andwirelessnet-
worksto all homesandbusinessesothateveryonegspeciallyrural andun-
derservedreascanaccessypload,anddownloadcontentat high speedsand
fully participatein e commerce.We supportincreasedconsumerchoice
throughthe encouragemerdf expandedompetitionin areaghatareserved
by asingleInternetserviceproviderandrejectsall ideasor policiesthatlimit

netneutrality.

6. Library Infrastructure

The DPCC believesthat a strongpublic library systemthat affords people
efficient and openaccesgo information,andto self-help and self-improve-
mentresourcesis the very bestand mostimportantinfrastructurethat local,

county,andstategovernmentaninvestin. DPCCcandidategor any public

office mustdemonstratafull commitmento thesupportandmaintenancef

adynamicandrobustpublic library system.

7. Public Transportation

Lack of accesgo affordableandaccessiblgublic transportatiorsuchasbus
serviceis a significantproblemfor rural seniorsandlow-incomepopulations.
TheDPCCfully supportgheexpansiorof publictransportatiorio assureghat
everyondn rural communitiescanaccesservicesandmeeteverydayneeds.

ARTICLEIl. Taxes
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1. Expandinghe Tax Base.

A healthyeconomyand a robustin-migration of new residentsare the best
strategiesfor expandingour tax baseandincreasinghe amountof taxreve-
nuesavailablefor returnsto the people.Lowunemployment,goodschools,
safecommunities,and a strong socal safety net are essentialto attracting
and keepingnew taxpayersto our state. The DemocraticParty of Carroll
County(DPCOnowsthat genuinefiscalresponsibilityis built on tax policies
and strategiesthat equitably advantageowners, workers, and investors,
while sustainingand maintainingpublic systemdfor the supportfor lessad-
vantagedpopulations.An equitabletax systemis essentiako attractingnew
businessesjew workers,and new taxpayers.

2. Tax Cuts.

Taxcuts must be matchedto economicgrowth. The DPCQejectsany pro-
posedtax cutthat threatensthe continuanceof vitallyimportant local,state,
andnationalservices.

3. TrickledownEconomics.

TheDPCGejectsd (i NRA O 1S GB2Ry220%Fa ardughly tried and obvi-
ously failed economictheory that has createdthe largestgap in incomes
sincethe GreatDepressiorof the 1930s.We supportcapitalismasthe most
efficientandequitableeconomicsystemfor assuringhat taxesare assessed
basedon the abilitiesof filers to payleviedrates. Trickledown strategytax
deductions,suchasthe carriedinterest deduction,are essentiallyunfair to
peoplewho dependon earnedincometo supporttheir familiesand should
not be allowed.

4. CitizensUnited.

Similarly deductionsallowedunderthe so-calledCitizendUnited rulingben-
efit only wealthy peopleandthe specialinterestsof corporations.TheDPCC
doesnot agreethat corporationsare humanbeingsandit disagreesvith the
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ideathat corporationshave the same Constitutionalrights as USCitizens.
Corporationsare not people.

. SalesTaxesandtheEITC.

The DPCQejectssalestaxeson food and medicine,and on motor vehicles
usedfor work transportationthat are pricedunder$5,000at the time of sde.
TheDPCQully supportsthe federalstate EarnedincomeTaxCredit,

. SocialSecuritylncomeCap.

TheDPCGupportsthe removalof the incomecapon SocialSecuritycontri-
butions.

. Taxesand Government.

The DPCGQhinks that governmentis the most effective tool for peopleto

collectivelycarefor one another.We are eachpersonallyenrichedwhenwe

assurethat the needsof our fellow Americansand communitymembersare
met. Local state,andfederalgovernmentsare empoweredto do good,and
to fulfill nationalgoalsfor a safe,saneandcaringsocietyonlywhenadequate
tax revenueis provided. Specificallytaxesare essentialfor the presenceof

effective schools libraries,roads, health, safety, and national security The
DPCpposestax reductionsfor those who canbest afford to pay for the

securityandhealthof our nation,andwho have,in turn, receivedthe largest
share of benefits from a societyand economythat was built through the

enormousefforts of earliergeneitions.

. BalancedBudget.

ArkansasDemocratsshould insist on a balancedthe state budget while
providingservicemecessaryo the peopleof our state. With the prosperity
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of Arkansasippermostin our policypositions,the DPC@ndDemocratgyen-
erally,will continueto be goodstewardsof our tax dollarsaswe respondto
the needsof our state and promote the middle class.

9. TaxesandDisparity

CarrollCountyDemocratdelieveour societymayendureif sustainedoy tax-
ation relatedto the benefitsreceivedby individualand corporatemembers
of a group. Themore one is rewarded,through capitalgains,for example,
the more able oneisto supportthat societywhereinthose rewardsdevel-
oped. Enlightenedby symbioticrelationshipamongall membersof that so-
ciety. Thegreaterthe rewards,the greateris the ability to providetaxation
supportfor society.

10.Military Spending

Military/Defenseexpendituresshouldbe commensuratewith the needsre-

quiredto defendthe nation.We supportthe continuationandenhancement
of veteransbenefits. We believethe singlemostimportant elementin our

military is the individual soldier and that it is absoltely essentialthat we

supportthosewho defendus. In a complexworld, ourb I i Aseofidyde-

pendson the wise and deliberateuseof diplomacyand adherenceto a for-

eignpolicythat viewswarsasa lastresort.

11 Deficit Spending

Deficitspendingweakensthe dollar and increaseghe wealth of somevery
wealthycorporationsandindividuals.

ARTICLEIIl.Justice

1. SocialJustice

The DemocraticParty of Carroll County(DPCC)knowsthatall personsare
equalandequallydeservingof respectio equalprotectionunderthelaw, and
to all rights guaranteedby the Constitutionin their pursuitof happinessire-
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