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Platform Preamble 
       

_____________________________________________________________________________ 
 

As described in its Bylaws, the purpose of the Democratic Party of Carroll County, 

Arkansas (DPCC) is to promote and enable Democratic values for the common 

good of Carroll County. Specifically, the DPCC strives to develop, promote and 

support quality candidates for elected positions in Carroll County through the core 

values of Responsibility, Integrity, Compassion, Communication and Inclusive-

ness. 

 

Our goals are based on these core values; both determine our viewpoints for deal-

ing with issues affecting Carroll County, the State of Arkansas and the Nation. The 

following sections set out our approach to dealing with important issues, not in a 

dogmatic way, but as a means of engendering discussion and growth. The goal of 

the DPCC is to promote and protect individual freedoms, to strengthen democratic 

institutions through education, political involvement and voting.   
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The DPCC respects the diversity of opinions our members hold. While recognizing 

that there are some within our party who, for reasons of personal conscience, may 

disagree on some of the specific issues as stated within this platform, we recom-

mend the following guided by these principles. We are a óBig Tentô party and do 

not require members to support all the tenants espoused in this document. 
 
 

 

 

ARTICLE I.  Rights and Liberties 
 

1. Voting Rights  

 

The Democratic Party of Carroll County (DPCC) supports automatic and uni-
versal voter registration, voting by mail, and voting centers on college cam-
puses. We agree that election days should be recognized as a state holiday. 
The DPCC opposes the Arkansas Voter ID law and to any barrier to voting 
among our citizens, especially for veterans, the elderly, college students, the 
disabled, or people of color.   

 

2. The Equal Rights Amendment  

 

The DPCC fully supports the federal Equal Rights Amendment and pledges to 
seek its ratification by the Arkansas State Legislature. 

 

3. The Right to Bear Arms  

 

The DPCC fully supports the right to bear arms as explicated in the Second 

Amendment of the United States Constitution. The DPCC also supports strict 

enforcement of measures that insure public health and safety. This includes 

support for Center for Disease Control (CDC) studies and analysis of gun vi-

olence and recommendations for reducing the number of gun related deaths 

in the US.  

 

4. Religious Freedom  

 

The DPCC supports our right to practice the religion of our choice as guaran-
teed by the United States Constitution. Individual private prayer in schools, 
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or anywhere, is a fundamental right. We also agree that the separation of 
church and state is a fundamental guarantee under the United States Con-
stitution and that no law should be passed or enforced that promotes or al-
lows discrimination based on religion. 

 

5. Public Safety  

 

The DPCC supports equal protection under the law and vehemently opposes 
any law enforcement strategies or criminal justice processes that deny peo-
ple of color, women, and LGBT persons their rights to life, liberty, or the pur-
suit of happiness.  

 

6. Immigrants  

 

The DPCC celebrates and affirms the positive impact that immigrants have 
made to enriching our cultural, civic, economic, and religious lives. Diversity 
is a gift that benefits all communities and all Americans. The DPCC strongly 
advocates for fair and comprehensive immigration reform to assure that we 
remain both a safe harbor and a safe nation.  

 

7. Marriage Equality  

The DPCC supports marriage equality and opposes any form of discrimina-
tion that deprives people of their rights based on race, country of origin, gen-
der, sexual identity, age, religion, economic status, or disability. 

 

8. Rights to Due Process 

 

Rights to due process under the law apply to all residents of the United 
States. This includes the right to a speedy trail, and to assuring that the hu-
man rights of all persons are secured and held absolute. 

 

9. Torture 

 

The DPCC opposes torture for any reason, nor shall any incarcerated person 

be subject to physical or psychological violence or intimidation.  
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ARTICLE II.    Health  

 

 

1. Affordable Care Act 

 

The Democratic Party of Carroll County (DPCC) believes that health care is 

a right for all Americans and legal residents of the United States. It supports 

the Affordable Care Act (P.L. 111-148), and state managed programs like Ar-

kansas Works. It will  resist all efforts by the Republican Party to dismantle 

the Affordable Care Act, and its agenda to destabilize health care insurance 

markets. The DPCC further believes that the Affordable Care Act is transi-

tional and will  work toward implementing a Medicare for All  national health 

care program by 2028. 

 

2. Individual Mandate 

 

The DPCC supports efforts to assure healthcare benefits to all individuals. 

Exemptions may be granted for affordability, financial hardship, and other 

reasons.  

 

3. Premium Tax Credits 

 

The DPCC supports providing refundable, advanceable premium tax credits 

to eligible individuals with incomes between 100-400% FPL to purchase in-

surance through the exchanges. Credits are computed on a sliding scale so 

people pay no more than a required percentage of income for silver plans for 

their age in their area. Credit amount decreases as income increases. Individ-

uals who are eligible for public programs, including Medicare, Medicaid, 

CHIP, or for employer sponsored coverage that meets affordability and mini-

mum value standards, are not eligible for tax credits. 

 

4. Essential Health Care Benefits  

 

All  plans offered in the individual and small group markets must cover ten 

categories of essential health benefits: ambulatory care, emergency care, hos-

pitalization, maternity and newborn care, mental health and substance use 

care, prescription drugs, rehabilitative and habilitative services, laboratory 

services, preventive care, chronic disease management, and pediatric dental 
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and vision care. All  plans offered in the individual and small group markets 

must cover ten categories of essential health benefits including maternity care 

and preventive care such as contraception and cancer screenings. 

 

5. Health Insurance Exchanges and SHOP  

 

The DPCC supports the creation of state-based health insurance exchanges 
and Small Business Health Options Program (SHOP) exchanges through 
which individuals and small businesses with up to 100 employees can pur-
chase qualified coverage. Exchanges must display all qualified health plans 
and facilitate comparison by consumers and small businesses. The federal 
government may establish an exchange in states that choose not to establish 
their own. 

 

6. Expansion of Medicaid Eligibility   

 

We support the expansion of Medicaid eligibility to all non-elderly adults 
with incomes up to 138% Federal Poverty Level (FPL) based on modified ad-
justed gross income at state option. States will be required to maintain cur-
rent income eligibility levels for children in Medicaid and the /ƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ 
Health Insurance Program (CHIP). The DPCC believes that employers with 
more than 200 employees must auto enroll employees into the group health 
plan; employees may opt out of the plan(s).  Employers may adopt wellness 
incentives up to 30% of cost of group health plan (50% if wellness incentives 
include tobacco cessation incentives) for group health plan participants to 
meet wellness targets. Tax credits are provided for 2 years for low-wage 
small employers (up to 25 employees). 

 

7. Medicare for All   

 

By 2028 the United States will graduate to a Medicare for All health care pro-
gram that meets or exceeds the standards for cost containment and clinical 
outcomes currently enjoyed by almost all other developed nations. By 2018, 
Americans will be free from fear of medical costs related bankruptcy, the 
forced closure of rural hospitals due to non-payment of services, and an end 
to the decreasing longevity rates faced by residents of rural communities.  
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ARTICLE III.     Social Security and Medicare 
                

1. Social Security, Medicare and Medicaid  

 

Social Security, Medicare and Medicaid are all Democratic creations. The Dem-

ocratic Party of Carroll County (DPCC) continues its longtime support for all of 

these programs that have meant so much to us as a people. For a very large pop-

ulation of Arkansans, these programs are life-sustaining and central to a decent 

quality of life. 

 

2.  Reliable Access to Health Care  

 

A promise of Medicare is to ensure that all beneficiaries, even those in rural and 

underserved communities, have reliable access to dependable health care. Dem-

ocrats believe the same should hold true for prescription drug benefits. No Ar-

kansan should have to choose between medically necessary drugs and food or 

other necessities. 

 

3. Oppose Privatization of Medicare  

 

Medicare and Social Security are promises made by one generation to the next. 

Seniors who have worked their whole lives and paid into Medicare and Social 

Security deserve the retirement security these earned benefits provide. We op-

pose any steps to turn Medicare over to insurance companies and/or Social Secu-

rity over to Wall Street and oppose raising the retirement eligibility to age 70. 

The DPA considers such steps a breach of the promises of Medicare and Social 

Security. 

 

4. Oppose Cuts in Public Health Funding  

 

We oppose cuts in state and federal programs for public health and well-being, 

especially to provide tax cuts to America's wealthiest citizens. We urge that state 

and federal budgets be prioritized to avoid detrimental cuts to Social Security, 

Medicare, Medicaid, and veterans' programs. In particular, we recognize that 
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Medicaid provides life-sustaining coverage for many who are seriously disabled 

and in need of costly, ongoing care. We urge that our state to continue funding 

safety net Medicaid programs. 

 

ARTICLE IV.   Immigration 

 

1. Immigration  

 

The Democratic Party of Carroll County (DPCC) Arkansas celebrates and sup-
ports the economic, social, and cultural contributions that immigrants make 
to Carroll County, Arkansas and the Nation. We fully recognize that the well-
being of rural America depends on immigrants and the contributions they 
make to our workforce, and to our business communities, farms, and educa-
tional and healthcare systems. As Americans, the DPCC recognizes that small 
towns and agricultural communities face demographic and economic chal-
lenges that can only be addressed by welcoming immigrants into our lives as 
full participants in the American Dream.  

 

2. DACA  

 

The DPCC believes that our nation is strongest when we embrace the diver-
sity of ideas and contributions from young people. We believe that the cur-
rent administrations rejection of the Deferred Action for Childhood Arrivals 
(DACA) policy is wrong and serves only to effectively disrupt the futures of 
nearly 800,000 young people who have called the United States home since 
childhood. The repeal of DACA represents an incredible loss for America, un-
dermining the very foundation on which this country was built. Therefore, 
the DPCC calls on Congress to act without delay to reinstate DACA to protect 
these young people and their families, and to keep them on the path to op-
portunity, rather than pushing them back into the shadows and limbo of un-
certainty and fear.  

 

3. Border Control  

 

The DPCC also knows that protecting our borders from the illegal movement 
of weapons, drugs, contraband, and people, while promoting lawful entry 
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and exit, is essential to homeland security, economic prosperity, and national 
sovereignty. The DPCC strongly supports the work of the Department of 
Homeland Security (DHS) to secure these borders through the deployment 
of personnel, technology, and infrastructure. The DPCC supports funding for 
construction of new infrastructure and fencing and the use of advanced tech-
nology and for stronger partnerships and information sharing to assure that 
we are creating a safer, more secure, and more efficient border environ-
ment. 

 

4. Revision of Immigration Laws  

 

The DPCC believes that our current immigration laws do not reflect our val-
ues or serve our security, and we will work for real reform. Immigration pol-
icy should provide for legitimate, temporary work permit visas with a possi-
bility of a pathway for citizenship. Undocumented immigrants within our 
borders who clear a background check, work hard and pay taxes should have 
a path to earn full participation in America.  The DPCC supports increased 
funding for the Immigration and Naturalization Service (INS) to provide ser-
vices, and for investing in the resources needed to reduce the backlog of cit-
izenship applications from nearly two years to three months. Family reunifi-
cation should continue to be the cornerstone of our legal immigration sys-
tem. 
 

ARTICLE V.  Agriculture and Community Food Security 

 

1. Community Food Security  

 

The Democratic Party of Carroll County (DPCC) understands that Community 
Food Security is a national defense issue and that creating and supporting a 
system focused on local food production and distribution (Sustainable Agri-
culture) is a critical strategy in response to natural or military disaster. There-
fore, the DPCC supports and promotes policies and initiatives that grows the 
number of family farms, and the conversion of idle or unproductive land into 
agricultural purposes.   

 

2. Sustainable Agriculture  
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The Democratic Party of Carroll County (DPCC) supports the goals of sustain-
able agriculture to meet ǎƻŎƛŜǘȅΩǎ food and textile needs by integrating three 
main objectives: (1) a healthy environment, (2) economic profitability, and 
(3) social and economic equity for farmers and farm families. These are 
achieved by (a) expanding the number of farms and agricultural acreage de-
voted to natural and organic production, (b) increased technical assistance 
and public support from USDA Rural Development and the Small Business 
Administration for expanding food sector supply and value added chain(s) 
businesses, and (c) assuring that small acreage and small family farming op-
erations engaged in natural and organic production receive the same levels 
of USDA subsidy support as large and corporate farming operations receive.  

 

3. Budget Support for the Small Farmer 

 

The DPCC opposes USDA budget cuts to programs such as the Farm Services 
Agency (FSA), USDA Rural Development, the Farmers Market Promotion Pro-
gram (FMPP), and the Socially Disadvantaged Farmers Program (SDFP). 
These programs were created to serve underserved populations of farmers, 
have been very successful in reaching goals to increase the supply of local 
foods, and have provided access to capital for new and underserved popula-
tions of farmers.  The DPCC will fight to increase support for these farmers 
and for programs that serve them. 

 

4. SNAP and SNA Support 

 

The DPCC supports an expansion of access to healthy and farmers market 
sold fruit and produce to users of Supplementary Nutrition Assistance Pro-
gram (SNAP) and Senior Nutrition Assistance (SNA) coupons and vouchers at 
farmers markets. 

 

 

5. Food Warehousing/Infrastructure  

 

The DPCC will promote plans by city and county government to seek Com-
munity Block Grant (CBG) and Community Development Corporation (CDC) 
funds to build supply and value chain infrastructure such as cold storage and 
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food warehouses to assure that farmers have access to a wider network of 
wholesale and retail customers.  

 

6. Food Hubs  

 

The DPCC will encourage local units of government to work closely with 
USDA Rural Development, the Small Business Administration, local banks, 
and Community Foundations to support and capitalize the development of 
farmer operated Food Hubs, cooperative market gardening operations, 
value added small food businesses, and a reduction in the number of identi-
fied food deserts through investment to include conversion of brown fields 
into food production community assets.  

 

ARTICLE VI. Packers and Stockyard Act 

 

1. Protect Contract Farmers  

 

The Democratic Party of Carroll County (DPCC) supports farmers and ranchers 
and is opposed to the Republican decision to rescind Packers and Stockyard Act 
regulations that protect contract farmers from meat industry demands to take 
on mandatory and expensive farm renovations that leave farmers and ranchers 
with massive debt.  

 

2. Unhealthy Competition  

 

The DPCC is also opposed to meat industry demands that contracts with poultry 
farmers calculate payments through a άǘƻǳǊƴŀƳŜƴǘ ǎȅǎǘŜƳέ that requires farm-
ers to compete against each other to raise projected pounds of chicken on the 
basis of pounds of feed used. Both chicks and feed are provided by contracting 
companies and are outside the farmers control, resulting in farmers losing 
money to higher producers within the ŎƻƳǇŀƴȅΩǎ network of contracted pro-
ducers.  

 

3. Grievance Reform 
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The DPCC opposes the requirement that meat and poultry farmers seeking jus-
tice against fraudulent, abusive or deceptive practices must prove that meat-
packer practices have harmed the whole industry, not just the farmers bringing 
a case. The DPCC supports the intent of the Packers and Stockyard Act that in-
dividual farmers and ranchers challenging the contracting and buying practices 
of meat and poultry companies in court do not have to prove harm to the whole 
market (a near impossible task) to demonstrate their farm or ranch has been 
harmed. 

 

ARTICLE VII. Medical Marijuana 

 

1. Legalized Medical Marijuana  

 

The Democratic Party of Carroll County (DPCC) supports the Constitutional 
amendment making medical marijuana legal in Arkansas and establishing a 
system for cultivation, acquisition, and distribution of marijuana. Medical 
Marijuana should be treated as any other medical prescription to be admin-
istered at the discretion of the patient and his/her medical provider. 

 

2. Removal of Marijuana from Schedule 1 

 

The DPCC also supports the removal of Marijuana (cannabis) from Schedule 
1 of the Controlled Substances Act and making it broadly available to adult 
consumers. The budgetary impact of removing cannabis from Schedule I of 
the Controlled Substances Act and legalizing its use in the United States will 
save billions by reducing government spending for prohibition enforcement 
in the criminal justice system. Additionally, billions in annual tax revenues 
will be generated through taxation and regulation. 

 

3. Hemp Production and Research  

 

Many states have enacted laws to take advantage of section 7606 of the Ag-
riculture Act of 2014 by establishing hemp production and research pro-
grams in various forms through legislation. The DPCC will work actively to 
join the growing list of hemp producing states and supports the Industrial 
Hemp Farming Act, introduced by Sen. Ron Wyden (D-Ore.), which would al-
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low nationwide commercial hemp cultivation.  Hemp is used to make a vari-
ety of commercial and industrial products including rope, clothes, food, pa-
per, textiles, plastics, insulation and biofuel. Hemp fibers can be used to 
make textiles that are 100% hemp, but they are commonly blended with 
other organic fibers such as flax, cotton or silk, to make woven fabrics for 
apparel and furnishings. The inner two fibers of the plant are woodier and 
typically have industrial applications, such as mulch, animal bedding and lit-
ter. When oxidized (often erroneously referred to as "drying"), hemp 
oil from the seeds becomes solid and can be used in the manufacture of oil-
based paints, in creams as a moisturizing agent, for cooking, and in plastics. 
Hemp seeds have been used in bird feed mix as well.  The State of Arkansas 
should be allowed to fully participate in the production and sale of this useful 
product. 

 

4. Public Safety  

 

The DPCC believes that the use of marijuana (cannabis) should be subject to 
the same public safety and criminal regulations governing the use of alcohol. 
Use of marijuana is restricted to adults. Impaired users are subject to the 
same legal consequences as any other impaired users. 

 

ARTICLE VIII. Net Neutrality 

 

1. Competitive Internet Technology  

 

Rural businesses, healthcare systems, public schools, and families depend on 
fast, affordable, and advanced technology to be competitive and viable part-
ners in !ƳŜǊƛŎŀΩǎ economy. Therefore, the Democratic Party of Carroll 
County (DPCC) supports net neutrality and its underlying principle that Inter-
net service providersτand governments regulating the Internetτmust treat 
all data accessed by the Internet as the same. These providers and regulators 
must agree not to discriminate against or charge differentially by user, con-
tent, website, platform, application, type of attached equipment, or method 
of communication. Internet service providers must not intentionally block, 
slow down or charge money for specific websites and online content. 

 

2. Internet Traffic Shaping  
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The DPCC opposes traffic shaping by internet services providers or controls 
of computer network traffic to decrease Internet response times, or to in-
crease or decrease usable bandwidth by delaying data packets that meet 
certain criteria.  No action which imposes additional delays on users such as 
predetermined contract or profile constraints are acceptable. Internet ser-
vice providers must not control the volume of traffic being sent into a net-
work or use criteria such as rate limiting or cell rate algorithms to decrease 
bandwidth.  

 

3. Protocol Discrimination  

 

The DPCC opposes protocol discrimination of any kind including the use of 
any protocol that inhibits users from accessing or sharing software. No inter-
net provider should be able to prevent subscribers from using peer-to-peer 
file-sharing services to download large files.  Internet service providers 
should not be able to favor their own private protocols over others. ISPs may 
not be used to encourage the use of specific services by utilizing private net-
works to discriminate what data is counted against bandwidth caps. Internet 
provider services that discriminate against users with such protocols are es-
pecially discriminating against rural Americans and rural businesses and in-
stitutions.  

 

4. Fosters Free Speech  

 

The DPCC believes that a neutral net fosters free speech and leads to further 
democratic participation. Without regulation, major Internet service provid-
ers may use their positions of power to stifle ǇŜƻǇƭŜΩǎ rights. Net neutrality 
prevents the need to pay for speech, and the further centralization of media 
power. Consequently, the DPCC understands net neutrality as the First 
Amendment issue of our time. The DPCC believes that net neutrality thus 
ensures that the Internet remains a free and open technology, and that it 
fosters democratic communication. 

 

 

ARTICLE IX.       Education 
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1. Public Education is the Cornerstone of Democracy 

 

The Democratic Party of Carroll County (DPCC) knows that public education 
is the cornerstone of democracy, and essential to building and sustaining a 
moral, ethical, appealing, safe, and prosperous future for Americans.  The 
DPCC believes that public schools can provide students with the academic, 
vocational, civic, and basic life skills necessary to be fully engaged and pro-
ductive adults if adequately supported. It is our belief that supporting public 
education is our most important and fundamental obligation as taxpayers 
and citizens.  

 

2. Equitable Funding of Public Schools  

 

Public education is a complex issue and its success is dependent on a variety 
of factors. Research has proven that children who have faced poverty are 
placed at a huge disadvantage. It is essential that children be given equal 
access to education. It is essential that we address the undermining effects 
of poverty on educational outcomes. The DPCC believes that our public 
schools with special needs should be supported by additional state and fed-
eral tax dollars when local taxes are not sufficient to meet their needs.   

 

3. Conflict Resolution Skills  

 

Of greater importance than academic success in schools are the abilities to 
get along with each other: to recognize the value in each other, of diverse 
ideas and to establish the interpersonal skills of cooperation and respect that 
build strong families communities and states. The DPCC believes that every 
public school should have curriculum that promotes and expresses these 
ideas and values.  

 

4. Local Control  

 

The DPCC strongly supports local control of public schools under the aegis of 
a strong nationwide mandated minimum. We also support the independ-
ence of school boards, administrations, and faculty to plan and deliver cur-
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riculum and training that prepares students to excel vocationally, if they con-
tinue on to college, and as citizens. The DPCC knows that local control de-
pends on ǎŎƘƻƻƭΩǎ adhering to the highest standards for equal opportunity 
among students and parents, regardless of race, national origin, gender, gen-
der identification, religion, sexual identification, immigration status, or disa-
bility. It should be the job of the state and federal government to assist local 
school boards in meeting its own high standards. 

 

5. Universal Pre-Kindergarten  

 

The DPCC is in favor of high-quality and universal pre-kindergarten program-
ming for all Carroll County children. Pre-K education is an essential service 
that helps all students be prepared to benefit from elementary education 
and beyond. There should be no waiting list for any four-year-old for pre-K 
services. 

 

6. Teaching to the Test  

 

Our schools should embrace a diversity of approaches and subjects that al-
low each student to excel and achieve their potential. Schools must still meet 
established state standards for education as the basis for evaluation but 
must also provide the fullest range of academic and vocational pursuits for 
students that facilitate and encourage critical thinking and creativity. 

 

 

7. Private and Charter Schools 

 

The DPCC opposes using any public money for charter or private schools and 
believes that public schools can achieve any standard of performance if they 
are adequately supported by parents, teachers, legislators, and taxpayers. 
Schools should not be forced to rely solely on property tax revenues for sup-
port and that all communities, especially rural and underserved districts, de-
serve funding based on the special needs of the population and area served.  

 

8. Affordable and Accessible Education 
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All Carroll County and Arkansas students deserve access to high-quality af-
fordable education without incurring enormous personal debt, and any grad-
uate working in public service, or in occupations fitting specific categories 
benefitting the general public should have student loans forgiven. ά!ŦŦƻǊŘŀπ
ōƭŜέ means that students should have access to scholarships and low-inter-
est government backed loans. ά!ŎŎŜǎǎƛōƭŜέ means that every student can at-
tend a post-secondary educational institution if qualified by merit and other 
criteria.  

 

9. Teacher Support and Training 

 

Class sizes must be small enough to allow teachers the opportunity to de-
velop meaningful and productive relationships with their students. Over-
population of classes prevents teachers from identifying and reaching out to 
students in distress. Teachers should be provided with training to help them 
identify mental health and drug dependency issues among students. The 
most άŦǳƭƭȅ ŀǊƳŜŘέ teacher is a well-trained and supported teacher. 

 

10. Referral Services  

 

Teachers and school administrations must be supported by mental health 
and drug dependency professionals who are able to address student prob-
lems in partnership with teachers and schools. Teachers should not be re-
quired to address issues of mental health, drug dependency, or violent be-
havior outside of their expertise, training, or professional mission. 

 

 

 

 

11. Libraries  

 

The DPCC fully supports public funding of public libraries and encourages 
city, county, and state officials to ensure that our public libraries have the 
staff and resources necessary to robustly serve all members of the commu-
nity. Public libraries provide access to technology that assists job seekers, 
English as a Second Language (ESL) students, and the general public. These 
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great institutions provide summer and after school programs for youth, 
serve as meeting places for community organizations, secure and promote 
local culture, and help life-long learners achieve important goals.  

 

ARTICLE X.  Economic Development and Employment. 

 

1. Corporate Welfare 

 

The Democratic Party of Carroll County (DPCC) rejects corporate welfare and 
opposes tax plans that gives the money earned by workers to corporations. 
Companies that ship American jobs overseas should never receive special tax 
breaks or benefit from tax-law loopholes. The DPCC rejects tax incremental 
financing (TIF) arrangements between municipalities and state governments 
and corporations that are not based on long-term occupancy agreements 
and which are not term limited. We encourage companies to locate here in 
Arkansas if they create jobs, help protect the environment, and benefit work-
ers and their families.  

 

2. Income Inequality 

 

Income inequality is among the gravest problems faced by Americans in gen-
eral and Arkansans in particular.  The DPCC believes that all workers should 
receive a living wage for the hard work they do. The minimum wage, cur-
rently at $8.50, should be raised to $10.00 by 2020 and to $12.00 an hour by 
2024. Wage increases, and benefits, should be tied to inflation and raised 
accordingly. Additionally, ǿƻǊƪŜǊΩǎ compensation should be tied to produc-
tivity gains with a 1:1 ratio as was typical prior to 1970 when workers were 
more fairly compensated. The DPCC rejects άǘƘŜ right to ǿƻǊƪέ status of Ar-
ƪŀƴǎŀǎΩǎ labor force because it simply means that workers have the right to 
work for less. Thus, the DPCC strongly supports organized labor and labor 
unions and the right of workers to organize and bargain collectively without 
fear of intimidation. The DPCC also supports a single payer health care sys-
tem to assure that all workers have access to quality and affordable health 
care, and to protect small business owners from unfair economies of scale 
that unfairly advantage large ōǳǎƛƴŜǎǎΩ benefits management. 
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3. Infrastructure and Small Business 

 

Entrepreneurs and job creators depend on quality infrastructure and civic 
and community resources to thrive and expand. Investments in roads, broad-
band communication, public and vocational and technical schools, and clean 
energy resources, will pay dividends in job creation and an expanding econ-
omy. The DPCC understands that άŀ good place to ƭƛǾŜέ and άŀ good place to 
make a ƭƛǾƛƴƎέ are not mutually exclusive ideas but essential markers for how 
infrastructure spending decisions are made.  The DPCC also recognizes that 
άƳƛŎǊƻ-ŜƴǘŜǊǇǊƛǎŜǎέτbusinesses that are capitalized at less than $35,000 at 
start-upτrepresent the largest segment of new businesses in rural America. 
These micro-businesses, like home-based child care businesses, lawn care 
services, etc., deserve access to financing and other support from banks, the 
Small Business Administration, and Community Development Corporations.  

 

4. Middle Class Support 

 

A strong economic middle class is the foundation of an orderly, just, and 
functional society. Gainful, productive, well-informed, and equitable em-
ployment that leads to economic security and financial mobility of families is 
the cornerstone of the 5t//Ωǎ platform and any legislative agenda advanced 
by our candidates. Key to that economic foundation is a healthy, educated 
and financially secure workforce that collaborates with business to create an 
environment that benefits both investors, owners, and society as a whole. 

 

5. Equal Rights and Equal Pay 

 

The DPPC supports policies that create equal opportunities for all Carroll 
Countians. Women have the right to the same pay as men when performing 
the same work. The Party supports equal pay for equal work for all. It is also 
vital that the families have access to paid parental leave upon the birth or 
adoption of a child. The DPCC will not tolerate sexual harassment in the 
workplace. Our party advocates that the state increase business opportuni-
ties for women, minorities, and veterans. The DPCC further calls for an end 
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to discrimination based on race, ethnicity, gender, disability, religion, na-
tional origin, sexual orientation, and gender identity in employment and 
business. 

 

6. Privatization of Public Services and Responsibilities 

 

The DPCC is completely and irrevocably against the privatization of govern-
ment responsibilities such as management and operation of our schools, the 
criminal justice system, our military and national defense, and etc. Privatiza-
tion is a scheme to control labor markets, eradicate worker benefits, and 
lower wages. 
 

7. Consumer Protection Financial Bureau  

 

The DPCC fully supports the Consumer Protection Financial Bureau (CPFB) 
and rejects limitations on its capacity to independently protect consumers 
from predatory lenders, irresponsible banks and financial institutions, over-
aggressive collection agencies or securities firms.  

 

8. The Community Reinvestment Act 

 

The DPCC believes that banks and financial institutions should forcefully 
meet their Community Reinvestment Act (CRA) obligations and make loans 
and offer services to underserved communities and populations. Such sup-
port includes support of local business training and development activities, 
equity and debt investment in small and micro businesses, and support of 
programs that assist low-income women enter the workforce as self-em-
ployed business operators. Banks should aggressively help unbanked popu-
lations become financially literate and develop relationships with financial 
institutions. Such CRA required activities are good for both banks and for the 
unbanked and helps free low-income earners from loan sharks and payday 
banking businesses.  

 

 ARTICLE XI. Transportation and Infrastructure 

 

1. Infrastructure and Government Collaboration 
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The economic vitality, future, and integrity of any town or region depends 
on safe, efficient, and modern transportation systems and infrastructure. 
The Democratic Party of Carroll County (DPCC) urges town, city, county, and 
state government to aggressively pursue opportunities to collaborate and 
implement coordinated plans for our roads, bridges, water distribution, 
healthcare, and telecommunications and broadband systems. When units of 
government collaborate, cooperate, and systematically plan infrastructure 
investments, economies of scale are achieved and the common good is 
served. The results are improved interstate and intrastate commerce, more 
opportunities for commercial and residential development, improved sys-
tems performance and quality, and lower taxes. 

 

2. Privatization 

 

The DPCC utterly rejects the privatization of our transportation systems and 
so-called άǇǳōƭƛŎ-private ǇŀǊǘƴŜǊǎƘƛǇǎέ that result in toll bridges and toll 
roads. 

 

 

3. Fossil Fuels 

 

The DPCC strongly believes that consumers and every unit of government 
should plan for and implement investments that decrease our dependence 
on fossil fuels. The DPCC supports tax incentives for individuals and busi-
nesses that transition to electric cars and trucks, and for the installation of 
solar, wind, and alternative energy systems. Local, county, and state govern-
ments should plan for and lead the transition away from dependence on fos-
sil fuels.  
 

4. Community and Urban Agriculture 

 

The DPCC understands that food insecurity is an immense problem for indi-

viduals, communities, and regions. Large areas of Arkansas, including both 

rural and urban areas, are food deserts, defined as areas where people lack 
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access to affordable and healthy foods. The DPCC believes it is the responsi-

bility  of local government to make land, water, and production resources 

available to schools, civic organizations, and parks and recreation departments 

to start and maintain community gardens for the use and enjoyment of our 

children and residents. The reclamation and restoration of brownfields is a 

priority, along with investments in food hubs, farmersô market infrastructure, 

and community orchards.  

 

5. Wireless and Broadband Infrastructure 

 

The DPCC supports the development of high speed wired and wireless net-

works to all homes and businesses so that everyone, especially rural and un-

derserved areas, can access, upload, and download content at high speeds and 

fully  participate in e commerce. We support increased consumer choice 

through the encouragement of expanded competition in areas that are served 

by a single Internet service provider and rejects all ideas or policies that limit  

net neutrality.  

 

6. Library Infrastructure 

 

The DPCC believes that a strong public library system that affords people 

efficient and open access to information, and to self-help and self-improve-

ment resources, is the very best and most important infrastructure that local, 

county, and state government can invest in. DPCC candidates for any public 

office must demonstrate a full  commitment to the support and maintenance of 

a dynamic and robust public library system.  

 

7. Public Transportation 

 

Lack of access to affordable and accessible public transportation such as bus 

service is a significant problem for rural seniors and low-income populations. 

The DPCC fully supports the expansion of public transportation to assure that 

everyone in rural communities can access services and meet everyday needs.  

ARTICLE XII.  Taxes 
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1. Expanding the Tax Base.  

 

A healthy economy and a robust in-migration of new residents are the best 
strategies for expanding our tax base and increasing the amount of tax reve-
nues available for returns to the people. Low unemployment, good schools, 
safe communities, and a strong social safety net are essential to attracting 
and keeping new taxpayers to our state. The Democratic Party of Carroll 
County (DPCC) knows that genuine fiscal responsibility is built on tax policies 
and strategies that equitably advantage owners, workers, and investors, 
while sustaining and maintaining public systems for the support for less ad-
vantaged populations. An equitable tax system is essential to attracting new 
businesses, new workers, and new taxpayers.  

 

2. Tax Cuts.  

 

Tax cuts must be matched to economic growth. The DPCC rejects any pro-
posed tax cut that threatens the continuance of vitally important local, state, 
and national services. 

 

3. Trickledown Economics.  

 

The DPCC rejects άǘǊƛŎƪƭŜŘƻǿƴ ŜŎƻƴƻƳƛŎǎέ as a thoroughly tried and obvi-
ously failed economic theory that has created the largest gap in incomes 
since the Great Depression of the 1930s. We support capitalism as the most 
efficient and equitable economic system for assuring that taxes are assessed 
based on the abilities of filers to pay levied rates. Trickle down strategy tax 
deductions, such as the carried interest deduction, are essentially unfair to 
people who depend on earned income to support their families and should 
not be allowed.  

 

4. Citizens United.  

 

Similarly, deductions allowed under the so-called Citizens United ruling ben-
efit only wealthy people and the special interests of corporations. The DPCC 
does not agree that corporations are human beings and it disagrees with the 
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idea that corporations have the same Constitutional rights as US Citizens. 
Corporations are not people. 

 

 

 

5. Sales Taxes and the EITC.  

 

The DPCC rejects sales taxes on food and medicine, and on motor vehicles 
used for work transportation that are priced under $5,000 at the time of sale. 
The DPCC fully supports the federal state Earned Income Tax Credit. 

 

6. Social Security Income Cap.  

 

The DPCC supports the removal of the income cap on Social Security contri-
butions.  

 

7. Taxes and Government.  

 

The DPCC thinks that government is the most effective tool for people to 
collectively care for one another. We are each personally enriched when we 
assure that the needs of our fellow Americans and community members are 
met. Local, state, and federal governments are empowered to do good, and 
to fulfill national goals for a safe, sane and caring society only when adequate 
tax revenue is provided. Specifically, taxes are essential for the presence of 
effective schools, libraries, roads, health, safety, and national security The 
DPCC opposes tax reductions for those who can best afford to pay for the 
security and health of our nation, and who have, in turn, received the largest 
share of benefits from a society and economy that was built through the 
enormous efforts of earlier generations. 

 

8. Balanced Budget.  

 

Arkansas Democrats should insist on a balanced the state budget while 
providing services necessary to the people of our state. With the prosperity 
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of Arkansas uppermost in our policy positions, the DPCC and Democrats gen-
erally, will continue to be good stewards of our tax dollars as we respond to 
the needs of our state and promote the middle class. 

 

9. Taxes and Disparity  

 

Carroll County Democrats believe our society may endure if sustained by tax-
ation related to the benefits received by individual and corporate members 
of a group.  The more one is rewarded, through capital gains, for example, 
the more able one is to support that society wherein those rewards devel-
oped. Enlightened by symbiotic relationship among all members of that so-
ciety. The greater the rewards, the greater is the ability to provide taxation 
support for society.  

 

10. Military Spending  

 

Military/Defense expenditures should be commensurate with the needs re-
quired to defend the nation. We support the continuation and enhancement 
of veterans benefits. We believe the single most important element in our 
military is the individual soldier and that it is absolutely essential that we 
support those who defend us. In a complex world, our bŀǘƛƻƴΩǎ security de-
pends on the wise and deliberate use of diplomacy and adherence to a for-
eign policy that views wars as a last resort. 
 

11. Deficit Spending  

 

Deficit spending weakens the dollar and increases the wealth of some very 
wealthy corporations and individuals.  

 

 ARTICLE XIII. Justice 
 

1. Social Justice 

The Democratic Party of Carroll County (DPCC) knows that all persons are 

equal and equally deserving of respect, to equal protection under the law, and 

to all rights guaranteed by the Constitution in their pursuit of happiness irre-




